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se laisser conduire par son saint Jean-Baptiste que Gazonal
a obeir a cette sirene." Let us hope that the poor plucked
Baron had the wit of Balzac's Meridional and could say with
him, " J'en ai eu pour mon argent." Then there was the
millionaire son of a butcher. This infatuated youth, after
squandering eight million francs on Cora, shot himself in her
drawing-room. Whereupon, first complaining of the state of
her carpet, Cora ordered her coupe and drove behind the
stretcher to the hospital. But the young man did not die,
living long enough to become head of the famous Restaurants
Duval, founded by his father. The younger Duval died in
1922, when the London Times described him as " the last link
between the Empire and the Republic. Everyone knew M.
Duval, and everyone liked him. No premiere or race-meeting
was complete without him. He wore the red ribbon of the
Legion of Honour." Two days after the shooting incident
Cora was expelled by the French Government, which, she said,
was like banishing a public monument or a boulevard. She
was subsequently turned out of Monaco, and years later
returned to Paris to find that she had outlived her vogue. She
died of cancer at the age of forty-four. Among the handful
of people who followed her coffin were the Baron and the
restaurateur! In her memoirs Cora states categorically that
she never preferred one man to another, and that her interest
in each and all of her lovers was confined to his bank-balance.
In so far as her character had no redeeming features Cora was
a Conqueress for whom Fielding would have claimed real
Greatness. She kept the flag of British gallantry flying over
Paris, according to the calculations of an actuary of the period,
to the tune of fifteen million pounds ! Nor is " over Paris " a
mere metaphor. In Algar Thorold's life of Labouchere occurs
this : "In another letter Labouchere gives an amusing picture
of the worried English charge d'affaires immersed in official
trivialities: ' A singular remonstrance has been received at
the British Embassy. In the Rue de Chaillot resides a cele-
brated English courtesan, called Cora Pearl, and above her
house floats the English flag. The inhabitants of the street
request the Ambassador of England, a country the purity
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